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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 24 February 2004 . 
■ 2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim{s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) KI The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fornn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) EI Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) PaP©'' No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 

U. S; Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070928 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-2 are presented for examination. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration Is defective because: 

Non-initialed and/or non-dated alterations have been made to the oath or 
declaration. See 37 CFR 1.52(c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

There Is no antecedent basis for "the entry by the first issuer" in line 6 of claim 1 . 
It is not clear what the metes and bounds of "the entry" are. 

There is no antecedent basis for "the entry by the second issuer" in line 1 1 of 
claim 1 . It is not clear what the metes and bounds of "the entry" are. 

Claim 1 recites that the "first multi-jurisdictional program contract counterparty is 
selected from the group including..." and that the "second multi-jurisdictional program 
contract counterparty is selected from the group including..." This is improper Markush 
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claim format since Markush limitations should state "selected from the group consisting 
of." (See MPEP 803.02) 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bahar (US 2002/0143687 A1). 

Bahar discloses a method implemented by a programmed computer system for 
use in connection with the sale of notes issued by a first issuer bound by regulations of 
a first jurisdiction and the sale of notes issued by a second issuer bound by regulations 
of a second jurisdiction, wherein the first jurisdiction and the second jurisdiction are 
distinct from one another (Fig. 4(b) - Items 1 and 2 fall under the jurisdiction of New 
York, NY, while Item 3 falls under New York, NY, Hackensack, NJ, and/or Miami, FL), 
which method comprises the steps of: 

[Claim 1] inputting data regarding the entry by the first issuer into a first multi- 
jurisdictional program contract with at least one multi-jurisdictional program contract 
counterparty, wherein each first multi-jurisdictional program contract counterparty is 
selected from the group including a trustee, a principal paying agent, a custodian, a 
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paying agent, a transfer agent, an arranger, a calculation agent, a disposal agent, a 
process agent and a swap counterparty (Figs. 2, 4(b), 4(c), 5; HU 18, 19, 21, 31-33, 38- 
39, 43 - The specific type of counterparty does not affect the structural elements or the 
manipulative steps of the claimed invention and therefore will not serve to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art); 

inputting data regarding the entry by the second Issuer into a second multi- 
jurisdictional program contract with at least one multi-jurisdictional program contract 
counterparty, wherein each second multi-jurisdictional program contract counterparty is 
selected from the group including a trustee, a principal paying agent, a custodian, a 
paying agent, a transfer agent, an arranger, a calculation agent, a disposal agent, a 
process agent and a swap counterparty (Figs. 2, 4(b), 4(c), 5; ini 18, 19, 21. 31-33, 38- 
39, 43 - The specific type of counterparty does not affect the structural elements or the 
manipulative steps of the claimed invention and therefore will not serve to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art); 

inputting data regarding the purchase of each note by a noteholder (im 29-37 - 
Bids to purchase each note are entered); 

calculating payments due each noteholder based at least in part upon the input 
data regarding the purchase of each note (HH 29-37 - Bids to purchase each note are 
entered. The winning bid indicates payments due upon purchase of each note); and 

processing the calculated payments to provide the payments to the noteholders 
(UII 35, 37; Bad debt Items are sold to the winning bidder, thereby implying that 
payments to the noteholders are made in exchange for the bad debt items); 
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[Claim 2] wtierein each first multi-jurisdictional program contract counterparty is the 
same entity as each corresponding second multi-jurisdictional program contract 
counterparty (Fig. 4(b) - A single party may purchase various bad debt items in the form 
of a lot). 



Double Patenting 

7. A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the tenri "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 1 14 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

8. Claims 1-2 are provisionally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same 
invention as that of claims 1-2 of copending Application No. 1 1/175,501 . This is a 
provisional double patenting rejection since the conflicting claims have not in fact been 
patented. 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6733. The examiner can nomrially be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammel! can be reached on (671 ) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information. Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Susanna M. Diaz 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3694 



September 29, 2007 



